Understanding
the Civil Rights movement



INTRODUCTION



To understand the fight for civil rights, we need
to go back in time and look at a short history
of slavery and segregation
in the USA




17th century

the first white settlers™ arrive from Europe

*settlers: colons




13 Colonies
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They settle on the East Coast

They found 13 colonies
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1619 : The first slaves arrive in Virginia




17th - 18th centuries
Slavery develops in the colonies
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4th July 1776

The 13 colonies declare their independance
They become the USA




19th century - a divided nation
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#United States! yonr banner weaiN\
Two emblems—one of fame;
Alas! the other that it bears,
Reminds us of your shame.
The white man’s liberty in types
Stands blazoned by your stars;

But what’s the meaning of your
stripes?
L ley mean your Negro-scars.
—Cam

19 free states, 15 slave states
People in the northern states begin to reject slavery



The secession of the South




The Civil War: 1861 - 1865

It 1s
the war between
the North and
the South
of the USA




1865 : end of war
The North wins.

President Abraham Lincoln signs the 13th Amendment.
It is, by law, the end of slavery.

154 A pendpent

Clection /- ) l/ a}%er x/avery nor 1'mw/1n/ar7 .mrt.v'/a(é. e.rm/)/ as a /oum.'s'/zmen/

/Jr erime /1?/4—’/’(7/ Hhoe /mr/// shatl Kave Leer r/z// mnm'r/ﬂ/ .s'/m// eviel o
Ut Hstiss or vy ot Sl o W' iohiothion:




A few months later
Abraham Lincoln is assassinated
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CONDITION CONSIDERED HOPELESS

Will Net Live ’I‘Iu'm:z:h Night Doctors Declare

His murderer is John Booth,
a Confederate sympathiser.




during 1865
the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) is created




1875 Jim Crow Laws

Southern Democrats come back to power.
They want the White supremacy.

They can’t ignore the amendments of the
constitution so they decide to create new
laws: the Jim Crow Laws.



The 14th Amendment promises
‘equal protection’ under the law?

EQUAL, OK... but ‘separate’ !
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The 15th Amendment forbids denial of the vote because of
‘race, color, or previous condition of servitude’ ?

Ok, let’s create literacy tests and a tax before voting!!
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Because Black people can’t read and don’t have money,
they can’t vote...




our story starts



The Civil Rights movement



People start to protest




People organize boycotts




People organize non violent sit-ins




People organize freedom rides




People organize peaceful demonstrations
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ity is strong in the South

the police brutal
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In response




Racist resistance is very strong too
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Racist resistance




The KKK is illegal but secretly very active.

They use intimidation, lynching and hanging.

The murderers are rarely arrested.




1954 : segregation in schools
Is declared anti-constitutional
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...but the fight continues




Ruby Bridges
has to go to school
protected by
US Marshals




1963: Martin Luther King’'s famous speech

I have a dream that
my four children o
will one day live = #F«

in a nation where g* .
they will not be .

judged by the color
of their skin but
by the content
of their
character.

Martin Luther King Jr.
August 28, 1963




The victory
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1965: The Voting Rights Act gives
Black people the right to vote freely




2004 : first Afro-American president Barack Obama
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YES WE CAN \




